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Col. Roy LeCraw of Atlanta, Ga., left, congratulates Clarence Johnson of St. Louis, Mo., who is to 
succeed LeCraw as director of Presbyterian Program of Progress. Johnson has been a vice president of 
Ralston Purina Company. He is resigning this $50,000-a-year job to take over November | in Decatur, Ga., 
as head of the Southern Presbyterian program. LeCraw has returned to active military duty with the Air 


Force. 
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Letters To The Editor 


Seminary Books 
Sir: 

Suggestion: nearly every graduate from 
the seminary needs books more than any- 
thing, but has little to buy them with. One 
could not do a better thing than to furnish 
books or money to buy books for a fresh- 
man pastor. 

When I graduated from seminary, I had 
very few books and less money to buy. And 
I had two small churches, paying $50 and 
$10 respectively with no help from any 
committee. Out of that $60 I had to pay 
room, board and all expenses. 


A friend unknown then and now, gave 
me a check, requesting me to buy some 
books I wanted. This enabled me to buy 
collected writings of J. H. Thornwell, 4 
volumes; three volumes of R. L. Dabney’s 
Discussions. (I had Hodges three volumes 
on Systematic Theology—text books in the 
seminary) I purchased also a volume on 
church history. 

Other friends gave me Young’s Analytic 
Concordance, Conybeare & MHowison on 
Paul’s Journeys, all the works of John 
Wesley. To this were added Calvin’s 
Institutes and other theologies which gave 
me a pretty good start and have proved 
invaluable to me. What I want to say is 
that nearly every seminary student needs 
books ! 

By giving him money or books you can 
benefit him for life. Thornwell will stir 
the soul by his seraphic way of stating 
great truths. And anything by Dr. R. A. 


Webb will set fire te mind, heart and 
tongue. 

Which reminds me that Arthur’s Tongue 
of Fire stands above all werks on the Holy 
Spirit to my way of thimking. It is sad to 
think that it is out of primt. 

(Name withheld) 
Waco, Tex. 


Sir: 

May a layman, and worse still, one not 
even a Presbyterian, address the editor? 
Your editorial in Tax Joumnar of Septem- 
ber 15, “Some Reasons Why Evangelical 
Christians Believe In The Virgin Birth,” 
is splendid. The cumalatiwe force of the 
eight reasons is to me vwery conclusive. 


I wonder, however, why you did not in- 
clude the fact that the wargin birth was 
predicted seven centuries before it oc- 
curred. To my mind Isaiah 7:14 is a much 
stronger “reason” than your “b.” 


Alfred H. Vroom, 
West Palm Beach, Fla. 


ED.—Mr. Vroom seme other ex- 
cellent reasons for this faith in the virgin 
birth of our Lord which space does not 
permit us to include. 


Sir: 

I write to express my appreciation for 
the magnificent work you are doing. I like 
your editorials better than those of any 
other paper in America. 

I agree emphatically with your editorial 
on China. (Tue Journar, May | and Oc- 
tober 11, 1950). I bhawe just read your 


Poison In The Siream. A few years ago 
we would not have imagined such a situa- 
tion. 

That a professor in Crozier Theologica! 
Seminary could have published such a book 
would have been unbelievable if we did 
not know of other cases similar, even 
though not quite so rank. 

That one of our southern schools, sup- 
posedly religious, should be teaching such 
a book is a terrible shock. That some of 
our most prominent preachers should look 
upon such a situation with such complacency 
reveals the depths into which our pulpit 
has fallen. 

Fight on. The times demand it. 


J. A. Baldwin 
Charlotte, N. C. 


Sir: 

Upon reading the Rev. Mr. J. H. Viser’s 
letter to the editor water stood in my eyes. 
My thoughts went back to Balaam’s reply 
to Balak: “Let me die the death of the 
righteous and let my last end be like his.” 

God be thanked for such priceless piety. 
God be praised for the latent admonition 
in our brother’s letter. May God grant to 
each one reading this wonderful and glor- 
ious testimony of the Rev. Mr. Viser, “that 
when his summons comes to join the in- 
numerable caravan which moves to that 
mysterious realm where each shall take his 
chamber in the silent halls of death,” his 
house, too, may be in readiness for the 
home-coming, for the ineffable moment 
when he shall see Him face to face. 


Frederick Volbeda 
Lakehurst, N. J. 
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Let Us... 
EDITORIAL In the letter to the Hebrews this expression occurs 
RUNNING - SPEAKING a number of times. A study of the exhortations 
WAITING - WALKING 3 which follow it proves helpful. We list some of 
WHAT MEANETH THEN THIS? 3 these : 
BILLY GRAHAM IN ATLANTA 3 Let us therefore fear. 4:1. 
THE LONG HAUL 4 Let us labor. 4:11. 
Let us hold fast our profession. +:14. 
ARTICLES Let us come boldly unto the throne of grace. 
THE REFORMATION AND 4:16. | 
CHRISTIAN FREEDOM ...... 5 Let us go on unto perfection. 6:1. 
REV. WILLIAM CHILDS ROBINSON Soe us Aeaw near. 10:22. 
Let us hold fast the profession of our faith. 
DEPARTMENTS 10:23. 
SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 7 Let us consider one another. 10:24. 
REV. J. KENTON PARKER Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin. 12:1. 
YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT .. 9 Let us run with patience the race that is set 
REV. W. G. FOSTER. D.D. before us. 12:1. 
CHURCH NEWS 11 Let us have grace. 12:28. 
WOMEN'S WORK ___.. 14 Let us go forth therefore unto him. 13:13. 
MRS. R. T. FAUCETTE Let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God con- 
BOOK REVIEWS | 16 tinually. 13:15. 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR e If we do these things surely we shall make progres: 
and have joy in the Christian life. 
FEATURES 
LET US 2 Reprinted from | 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian. 


October 25, 1950. 
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EDITORIAL 


Running - Speaking 
Waiting - Walking 


He who runs against God is a fool. Pharoah said, 
“| know not Jehovah, neither will I let his people 
go!’” But he did let them go. God broke the resist- 
ance of the people of Egypt in the slaying of the 
firstborn, drowned Pharoah and destroyed his army 
in the Red Sea. Napoleon, in his pride, met his 
Waterloo. Adolph Hitler, Benito Mussolini and 
Tojo defied God, ran against Him and righteous- 
ness and were made to bite the dust. Joe Stalin 
better watch out. 


He who runs ahead of God is a fanatic and a 
persecutor. Ananias, the high priest sitting in judg- 
ment on Jesus, commanded them who stood by to 
“smite Him on the mouth!” 


Saul of Tarsus before his conversion was running 
ahead of God, persecuting Christ’s little ones whe 
believed in Him. God does not want this kind ef 


zeal in His cause. 


He who runs away from God is a slacker. And 


the word of the Lord came unto Jonah a second 
time, “Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and 
preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee.” 


He who runs for God is a messenger. “Go ye 
into all the world and preach the Gospel unto 
every creature.” 


He who lingers behind God is a coward. “and 
Peter followed afar off.” 


He who speaks for God is a prophet. Amos said, 
“And the Lord said unto me, ‘Go, prophesy unto 
my people Israel.’ Now therefore hear the word of 


the Lord.” 


He who stands up for God is a martyr and a 
champion of the faith. “And they stoned Stephen 
calling upon God.” 


He who waiteth upon God shall renew his 
strength. “But they that wait upon the Lord shall — 
renew their strength, they shall mount up with 
wings as eagles; they shall run and not be weary, 
they shall walk and not faint.” 


He who walks with God becomes a matured 
saint of God. “Enoch before his translation had 
this testimony that he pleased God.” —J.E.F. 


“What Meaneth 
Then This... P” 


In one of his sermons Dr. J: C. Macauley says: 
‘God asks some very embarrassing questions some- 
times.’’ Certainly Samuel asked Saul a most em- 
barrassing one. 


(sod had commanded the complete destruction of 
the Amalekites with all their possessions and Saul 
had set out to carry out God’s command. Now 
Samuel comes and Saul piously greets him, “Blessed 
be thou of the Lord,” and then goes on to affirm his 
loyalty to the Lord and His command: “I have pex- 
formed the commandment of the Lord.” 


Then Samuel asks a most embarrassing question. 
“What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in 
mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I 
hear?” Saul’s protestations of obedience are given 
the lie by the things which Samuel sees and hears. 


In this story is found a stimulus for some real 
heart-searching on the part of all Christians. We 
publicly profess Christ; we join the Church; we 
want it known that we are Christians. But, what 
meaneth then these things that people see and hear 
in our lives? Is our obedience to the Lord’s com- 
mands and His will for us genuine? Are we hiding, 
or think that we are hiding, ways of life, personal 
and business practices, which give the lie to our 
Christian profession ? 


One of the most difficult things we have to do is 
sel f-judgement. But, it is necessary. This self- 
Judgement must be by the working of the Holy 
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Spirit in our hearts and it must be in the light of 
God’s Word. 


We know of no more practical method for young 
people to bring their lives under the light of God’s 
judgement than for them to include in their Bible 
reading one chapter of Proverbs (there are 3! chap- 
ters, one for each day of the month), each day. Such 
reading is calculated to let us see our lives in the 


light of God’s wisdom and truth. 


In our profession of faith in and loyalty to Christ, 
let us ask Him to show us our lives as He sees them. 
While we protest that we are Christians the world 
around us may be saying: “What mean then these 
things which we see and know about your personal 
life?” 

We rarely fool men. We never fool God. 

—L.N.B. 


Billy Graham In 
Atlanta 


Letter from chairman of the building committee 
for Greater Atlanta evangelistic campaign which 
opened October 29 with 25,000 in attendance. 

—H.B.D. 


“By the time you receive this letter the audi- 
torium will be finished and the finest Hammond 
organs ever built will be rehearsing hymns you 
heard your father and mother sing when you were a 
child, such as ‘Amazing Grace,’ ‘Sweet Hour Of 
Prayer,’ and many others. 


“The completion of this building, in the limited 
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time we had, has almost been a miracle. Our ori- 
ginal committee of sixteen has grown to over two 
hundred and approximately five thousand people 
have played some part in its erection. 


“IT cannot find where there has been even a minor 
accident. Neither can I| find where there has been a 
delay in the schedule set up seven months ago. I 
have yet to find a workman who was not happy and 
smiling. I have yet to hear an oath. 


“This morning, even though it was raining hard, 
a beautiful rainbow hovered over the ball park. For 
some reason I felt it was to remind us of the wea- 
ther we had for the past five weeks. It might 
strengthen your faith in this meeting if I tell you a 
little of this. 


“You recall the following discussion last March 
when we met with Mr. Earl Mann ... If the 
Crackers lost the pennant, we had plenty of time. 
If they won the pennant, then it would be necessary 
that they lose the play-off and that we have perfect 


weather every day. When Billy was told of this he 
said he had a strong conviction the Crackers would 
win and he would pray for this. Also, he would pray 
for the weather so we could complete the building. 
Today, one week ago, we were within three days of 
completing the roof. I called the weather man and 
he said rain that day. The paper carried headlines 
of the Miami hurricane, but no rain in Atlanta. | 
called him Tuesday morning and he said it was 
raining in many parts of Georgia then and we 
would have rain, but no rain Tuesday. Wednesday 
morning he said it was raining all over Georgia and 
rain was sure, but no rain came. Wednesday night 
the Armco workmen said they were ready and must 
have rain to see if they had leaks before they could 
go ahead and the rain came Wednesday night. For 
the first time in the erection of hundreds of these 
buildings, there was not a leak! The workmen stood 
with me looking up with amazement—no leaks! 
They could not understand for it had never happen- 
ed before.” 


The Long Haul 


“But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles; they shall run and not be weary; and they 
shall walk, and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31. 


Being a Christian is a full-time job and in no 
way can we honor our Lord and Savior more than 
in showing to an unbelieving world that He has 
given us the grace necessary for the “long haul.” 


After we have accepted Christ as our own Savior 
and Lord there is no magic promise that we shall be 
spared the problems of life. The promise is that He 
will give us the grace necessary for each situation as 
it arises. 


The prophet Isaiah has put in one short statement 
both the source of strength and the effect of such 
strength in our lives. This promise is to but one 
group of people: “They that wait on the Lord.” 
This does not primarily mean sitting back to see 
what God will do, although that may have a very 
definite place in our Christian experience. It means 
those who put God first in every department of 
their lives. God is a jealous God and He does not 
want to be shunted into a place of secondary or ter- 
tiary importance. He promises the most wonderful 
blessings and His sustaining grace to those who put 
Him first in their lives. 


He promises first of all that such shall “renew 
their strength.” Rest, food, sleep, change of chan- 
nels of thought and work all contribute to the neces- 
sary restoration of physical strength. So, for the soul 
and spirit He promises a renewing and a refreshing 
to those who “wait” on Him. 


He promises too that this renewing which He 
will give brings with it a spiritual exhilaration 
such as mounting up on wings. These mountain-top 
spiritual experiences give us glimpses of the marvels 
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of His person, His love, His grace and the fact that 
He is ours and that we are His. Such experiences 
deepen and enlarge our lives and make them more 
zealous to make our Lord known to others. 


But our Christian lives are not composed entirely 
of times of spiritual exhilaration. There comes a 
time when we labor and labor hard, not only in 
our secular vocations but also in the work of the 
Kingdom. For such times He promises that “we 
shall run, and not be weary.” He promises the 
strength necessary for hard work, when that work 
is according to His plan. 


But that is not all. Christians have their times 
of high spiritual experience with the joy which ac- 
companies such an experience. In addition, there are 
those periods when the pace is fast and the work 
heavy but we run in and by His strength. 


Finally, there is the “long haul,” the dreary 
times of “walking,” when we have to go forward 
by faith, without the outward evidence of success in 
our lives and work. This “walking” may be the 
seemingly interminable tasks of the home, the office, 
the store, the class-room. One may feel that one’s 
life is counting for little, that these necessary duties 
offer little future and little reward. But, if we are 
“walking” the way He has laid out for us He has 
promised that we shall faint not. 


Probably the last is the hardest of all and it is 
certainly where most of us find ourselves the greater 
part of our lives. It is the consistent Christian life, 
lived in and by the power of our Savior, that com- 
mends the Christ we love to those around about us. 


God’s grace is sufficient whether we are in the 
glare of the spotlight, or working unnoticed in the 
shadows. He sustains us in the hastily vanishing ex- 
periences and He also sustains us in the “long haul.” 


—L.N.B. 
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Che Reformation an 
Christian Freedom 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson. D.D. 
“It the Son shall make you free, then are you ness’ sake. The Reformation concerned itself with 
tree indeed.” this real freedom for man enslaved by Satan, sin, 


_— the world, the flesh, and the exactions of men. 
For the Reformation, Christ is the great Eman- 


cipator. Lhe Reformation concerned itself with the The Reformation was not concerned to set up as 
-actual man, that is, with the fallen, the sinful man, God’s equal. It did not assert man’s freedom and 
and with the living God. God’s Providence as equal magnitudes. It did not 
assume that man was an absolute, self-determining 

It was not concerned with the man of the Re- entity as over against a limited or a deistic God. 


naissance or the man of the Enlightenment who 
siood over against a deistic or absentee God and 
fancied himself free because he had the formal lib- 
e:ty ot choosing between alternatives. 


For Luther and for Calvin, God is the one in 
Whom we live and move and have our being. Abso- 
lute freedom without any limit or condition outside 
one’s self is His prerogative—His alone. Our free- 


Old Augustine had said that one acted “‘by the dom under and within, not beyond, the Providence 
tree choice of the human will,” even when he was of God. 
helpless in the chains of lust and pride, bound not But the true God is not one who seeks to cramp 
with the irons of another, but by his own will. And our freedom. He made man to be lord over this 
in his book on the Bondage of the Will, even Lu- world with only a single prohibition as a sign of 
ther ad nits that in lower or earthly things man has God’s overlordship. And now that Satan has de- 
the power of contrary choice. ceived man and carried him captive, God intervenes 

Yes, a dog decides which way to turn, and a con- to bring man out of the thralldom of darkness and 
firmed drunkard may boast of his freedom from ex- into the Kingdom of the Son of His love. 


ternal choice and hurl a particular glass of whiskey 


to the ground to prove his claim. Now that man is enslaved by the blindness that 


enmity toward (God has engendered in his mind, 


Anselm pointed out that moral freedom is not the God shines forth a second time in the lustre of His 
power of choosing between alternatives but the love to give the light of the knowledge of His glory 
power to persevere in righteousness for righteous- in the face of Jesus Christ. 
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Now that sinful affections have bound our wills 
and perverted our judgments, God is pleased to 
shed abroad His love in our hearts by His Holy 
Spirit. The New Testament David who comes to 
conquer the Goliath of sin, self and Satan is our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


1. Christ as our Lord and King delivers us from 
the dominion of sin and Satan. According to Luther, 
while we have the power of contrary choice in the 
things below us, in the things of God fallen man is 
dead in trespasses and sin, enslaved by his own 
sinful desires. 


And then the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for 
our sins and rose for our justification, enters into 
the Holy of Holies and pleads for our salvation. In 
answer to His heavenly intercession God sends forth 
the Holy Spirit and breaks the enslavement of sin. 


Except Christ stand at the right hand of God 
and make continual intercession for us, Satan will 
not allow a single one of us to abide by the Chris- 
tian faith or the Easter confession. 


When the Spirit comes He persuades and enables 
us to accept Jesus Christ who is freely offered us in 
the Gospel. Our faith rests not on an experience 
and not on a logical conclusion, but on the love or 
the goodness of God revealed to us by His Word 
and Spirit. 


The Shepherd calls, and by the liberating grace 
of the Spirit the sheep hear and respond. And as 
man thus decides he becomes really free. “The 
greatest good for man lies in serving God who 
alone can make him fully free.” “My whole Chris- 
tianity consists in this, that I am the property of my 
Lord Jesus Christ, and that I regard even this as 
‘ my only glory and as all my blessedness,” said the 
pious John Albert Bengal. 


Oswald Chambers puts it thus: “The atonement 
of Jesus has to work out in practical, unobtrusive 
ways in my life. Every time I obey, absolute Deity 
is on my side, so that the grace of God and natural 
obedience coincide.” 


My will is not my own, 
Till Thou hast made it Thine. 

If it would reach a monarch’s throne 
It must its crown resign. 


In the Kingdom of Grace every man is in his own 
conscience, a King with none but God over him. 
Thus Luther freed the Christian man from the ex- 
actions and laws of ecclesiasticism and in sign 
thereof hurled the canon law into the flames at 
Eyster Gate, Wittenbery. 


‘The Christian man is the freest man of all and 
subject to none,” the Reformed boasted. And yet in 
love the Christian man makes himself the servant 
of all, even as Christ came not to be served but to 
serve. 


2. Christ as our Prophet is the Word of the 
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Living God who frees us from the worship of idols, 
ideologies, superstitions, and isms. 


The natural man being at enmity toward God is 
continually making for himself false gods to pro- 
tect him against the one only, true and living God 
whom he has wronged and whom he, therefore, 
hates. Due to the curse of God on nature and the 
sin-engendered blindness of the-natural man, man 
no longer knows or worships aright the true God. 
To bring man back to a saving knowledge of Him- 
self God has come to us in love and mercy in our 


Lord Jesus Christ. 


Luther insisted that we know no God apart from 
the God-man Jesus Christ. In his Commentary on 
Genesis, Calvin says that we must not begin with 
the elements of this world but with the Gospel 
which sets Christ before us with His Cross. The 
Reformers read the Bible in the light of Christ and 
nature in the light of the Bible and so God brought 
them to a genuine, heart and life knowledge of 
Himself and led them to pure Christian worship. 


Religious knowledge is the knowledge of the true 
God and this is wrought in man by God through 
His Word and Spirit. 


The living, risen Word using the revelation He 
has given in the written Word works faith in us by 
the Holy Spirit, and thus leads us day by day in His 
way. By the Word and the Spirit, He works faith 
and faith responds: 


“Speak, Lord, Thy servant heareth.” 

“Lord, I believe, help THOU mine unbelief.”’ 

3. Christ as our Priest delivers us from the wrath 
of God and the guilt of an accusing conscience. 
There is no peace to the wicked. There is no pardon 
to the guilty conscience, until God for Christ’s sake 
forgives a man and enables that man for Christ’s 
sake to forgive himself. 


Thus the Reformation proclaims not only the 
sufficiency of Christ as a King and as a Prophet, but 
also His all-sufficiency as our Priest who offered the 
sacrifice for sin once for all. 


No new sacrifice needs to be made. The Lord’s 
Supper is not a repetition nor a continuation of His 
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sacrifice; it is the sacrificial meal based upon the one 
all-sufficient sacrifice and bringing its eficacy home 
to our hearts. We have a great High Priest who can 
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities and 
He brings us to God. 


His intercession purges our hearts from an evil 
conscience to serve the living God: In and through 
Him we have a daily access that the Old Testament 
High Priest had only once a year and that in shadow 


or type. We are free to come to God. We have bold- 
ness to come to the throne of grace to obtain the 
grace and mercy that we severally need. 


The Reformation stands for the all-sufficiency of 
Christ as over against every effort to assume that 
He is insufficient and that His work needs to be 
supplemented. Let us magnify the freedom that He 
won for us, that He brings to us, that He calls us 
to enjoy. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 19 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Christian Worship 


Scripture: Isaiah 1\:\1-17; Luke 4:16; John 
4:19-26; Acts 2:37-47; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34; 


Colossians 3:16-17;: Flebrews 10:23-25. Devotional 


Reading: Psalm 84. 


“My heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God.” This verse from Psalm 84 ( Devotional Reading) 
expresses the earnest longing of every sincere child of God. There is felt a deep need for real communion 
and fellowship with God and a desire to worship Him. 


It is true that there seems to be an instinct in 
the soul of every man to worship something, but 
our sinful nature causes the unregenerate person to 
have very strange objects of worship, ranging all 
the way from insects to heavenly bodies. When we 
are enlightened by the Spirit then our souls cry out 
for the living God and all! idols disappear from our 
minds. 


The elements of true worship are found in the 
Old Testament, especially in the symbols, types and 
ritual of the law of Moses. The Book of Psalms 
gives the response of the human heart to the revela- 
tion of God and is permeated with the idea of 
worship. Each of the selections for our study has a 
distinct message concerning worship. 


1. Worship may be Unacceptable 
and even Insulting to God: 
Isaiah 1:11-17 


The people of Isaiah's time came to the place of 
worship and came with their hands full of offerings, 
but their attempted worship was an abomination to 
God. What was the trouble? The prophet tells 


them plainly. 


‘There was sin in their hearts and in their daily 
lives. [hey were oppressing and mistreating their 
fellow men. The remedy is found in verses 16-17. 
“Wash you, make you clean: put away the evil of 
your doings from before mine eyes: cease to do 
evil: learn to do well.” A broken, contrite, and 
cleansed heart is the first requisite for acceptable 
worship, accompanied by a life which is given to 
doing good. | 
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Would not these words be very applicable to our 
nation today? If there is unbelief and looseness in 
the pulpit and immorality and worldiness in the pew, 
can God be pleased with our worship, no matter how 
beautiful are our forms and ceremonies, or how 
large our gifts, or how grand our church buildings? 
Il. Jesus’ Example. Luke 4:16 

Jesus’ custom was to go to the synagogue—the 
place of worship—every Sabbath day. Often the 
synagogue would be filled with His enemies and 
with hypocrites; nevertheless He went. 


Jesus went as a teacher, a leader. He did not 
have to worship in the same sense that we worship, 
for He was God in the flesh, with no sin to confess, 
and He was on an equality with the Father. 


The synagogue, for Him, was, like the temple, 
His Father’s house, and He went for fellowship and 
for communion with the Father, as well as to teach 
the Scriptures. If those in attendance had realized 
it, He himself was an object of worship. He pro- 
claims himself as the Messiah and tells his audience 
that the prophecy in Isaiah is fulfilled that day as 
He stood before them. 


III. Worship must be in spirit and 
in truth: John 4:19-26 


Some of Jesus’ most profound teaching was given 
in conversations with one person. In His discourse 
with Nicodemus He touched on some of the deepest 
spiritual truths and in this chapter He tells the 
woman at the well: “God is Spirit and they that 
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in 
truth.” 
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They had been speaking 


of places of worship, whe- 
ther in Samaria, as the Sa- hittin 
maritans said, or in Jeru- 
salem, as the Jews contend- 


ed. He shows her that the KEEP CHRIST IN CHRIST 


place is not important, but 
the spirit of worship is the 
vital thing. 


BIBLE STORYTIME RECORDS for chil- 
dren, with full-color pictures. Won't brea 
Three records (6 stories) each volume, in 
box. 7-inch diameter size. Perfect gifts. 
Order No. RN 751-6 (Vol. 2, New 
Testament stories) $1.05 
Order No. RN 771-6 (Vol. 4, New 
Testament stories) $1.05 


>. au BIBLE VISUALIZED BOOKS. Two gift 

boxes, each with 3 full-color books of Bible 
stories in “comic book” form. Each book, 
48 pages, 225 pictures, 74% x 10% inches. 
Reverent, inspiring—ot new, low price. 


Commandment forbids the Order No. 2071 (three books on Life 
of Christ). Box, $1.00 


worshipping of God 
° laine rder No. three on N 
through images. The excuse Heroes and Parables)........ Box, now $1.00 


for pictures and — ¢ (C) BIBLE STORYTIME CUT-OUTS. Large book 
that they appeal to the eve- of cut-outs, with eight stories: Ruth, Jacob's 


Is there not much needed 
lessons for us in these 
words? In many churclies 
there is a growing tendency 
to have various “aids tu 
worship.” We Protesti:ts 
believe that the Second 


te.” Dream, Joseph and Brothers, Daniel in Lions’ 
gate. Den, Shepherds of Bethlehem, Shepherds Worship 
. Baby Jesus, Good Samaritan, A Gift for Jesus. 
To my old-fashioned Stories are read and “acted out’ with the stand- 
up figures. Fun, creative, educational. 
mind, this is what God 1s Order No. 2135.00. _ $1.00 
trying to prevent: God 1 4 (D) GOING TO CHURCH WITH BETTY AND BOB. 
Noirtt. and no picture ot Fifty-two simple 7-line stories, cach with a large, 
gst! full-color picture of Bible children or ‘Betty and 
te us, Or Of Crod, is a true Bob.’ Very young children love and understond 
picture. In the pictures and Order $1.25 
mages of Christ the painter Order No. 2085. (Cloth Cover) ... $2.50 Cacti ; 
sculptor will portray his (E) CHRIS TIME. New pocket-size collec- 
Te nhysical tion of favorite Christmas poems, carols, stories, 
rane No Two trof.ors Mokes oa thoughtful aword and a de 
fer No 40 h 0 
Order 2040 Each, 20c.; per doz., $2.00 
(F) THE STORY OF JESUS. Beautiful book of 22 ps 
of lesus 7 aman in the paintings in full color Stories cover the complete | . 4 bts) 
R. gospel teaching For children up to age 12. ‘ Oe 
Noe, and, of course, no Full-color Kromekote cover, 24 pages. yee thi 
known portrait painted Order No. 3183........... 
while He was alive. This 4 (G) PILGRIM’S PROGRESS. Inspiring gift edition | O 
of John Bunyan’s classic of 1678, simplified. \ ve > 
view may extreme, Dut Unforgettable story of Christian’s journey \ no 
+ ¢ > ix through life. Large (7x inches), with many 
CANNOT but feel that there A: artistic drawings in full color. A welcome gift. an 
a danger in pictures and Order, No. 3085. (Paper COVER) 75¢ | 
wea Order No. 3086. (Stiff, poperboord cover)......$1 35 
images. 
IV. Worship Should AT YOUR BOOKSTORE, OR FROM bi i Ye 
- 
Acts 2:37-47 STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY |. 
“Teaching, fellowship, 20 East Central Parkway cinnati 10, Ohio 
breaking of bread, prayers.” In 
This was the “order of ser- 
vice’ in the early Church. Singing was also a part. rection of Christ are stressed and forgiveness of sins 
These are the essentials of true worship. There was through His atoning blood. nat 
nothing to suggest an altar and a sacrifice—‘‘mass’’ : 
—as it is designated. They knew that the Lamb of As to fellowship; it was based on love and ex- 
Gsod had been slain and was risen from the dead. pressed itself in a voluntary share of all they possess- 
Why employ a “type” when the real sacrifice had ed. As to “breaking of bread’’; this seemed to be 
been offered ‘“‘once for all,” and God’s plan of re- the Communion Service, perhaps celebrated after a 
demption was finished and complete? meal together. the 
; Bit 
As a sample of teaching we can read the sermons As to “prayers”; the Church was born in a 
of Peter and Paul in which the fundamentals of the prayer-meeting and prayer was as natural for them not 
Gospel were stated, especially the death and resur- as eating. Singing was a part of the Passover feast rea 


8 THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL NC 


| at 
>>. ar 
e 
Ly | 
MAS | 
\ 
re . N 
“3 
| 4 5 wi 
4s 
wi 
COT-UTS ex 


at which the Lord’s Supper was instituted, and very 
naturally became a part of the worship: “Speaking 
to yourselves in Psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, making melody in your hearts unto the Lord.” 


V. Worship Can Be Conducted 
ln An Improper Manner: 


| Cor. 11:17-34 


Just as we have seen in Old Testament worship 
(Isaiah 1) so abuses soon crept into worship in the 
New Testament. Paul mentions one in connection 
with the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Some 
were turning this sacred service into a drunken 
feast where there existed pride and divisions instead 
of the spirit of love and communion. 


After giving again the ‘words of institution” as 
he had received them from the Lord Jesus, he 
warns them in these solemn words, “But let a man 
examine himself and so let him eat of that bread 
and drink of that cup.”’ Some were bringing severe 
judgment upon themselves by their unseemly con- 
duct. 


This warning, so much needed in Paul’s day has 
been misunderstood by some timid, sin-convicted 
ouls. Whe word used is “unworthily,” “in an un- 
worthy manner.” None of us are worthy to sit at 
he Lord’s table, except as we are clothed in the 

nteousnmess of Christ, but we can be reverent and 
ober and believing and thinking. 


early Christians, many of Used to 
sik ah it ii st a@oto OT GOLacry, CTe I 
wering the most sacred of sacrament he level 


a drunken idolatrous feast. 


Is there not a lesson for every part Of Worship in 
this warning of the apostle? | have seen services 
which were supposed to be worshipful, which were 
“ noisy and irreverent that | could mot but feel 
not only disappointed, but shocked. Paul tells us in 
another place that everything ought to be done 


decently and in order: noise and confusion are not 


becoming in God’s house, 


VI. Worship Must be in 
the Name of the Lord Jesus. 
Col. 3:16-17 


After stating the simple parts of worship which 
we saw in Acts 2:37-47, with the addition of sing- 
ing, Paul says, “And whatsoever ye do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus.” 


He is the new and living way: by Him we have 
access to the Father. No man can come to the 
Father but by Him. Should not this be made plain 
to all those who try to worship God without Christ? 


Unbelieving Jews cannot worship God acceptably, 
neither can those who deny the deity of our Lord. 
There is nothing plainer in the Bible than that all 
must come through Him. He that hath the Son 
hath life, and he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life. 


Without shedding of blood there is no remission 
of sins. We are not treating our Jewish friends in 
the right manner when we seem to imply that it 
makes little or no difference as to their attitude 
toward Christ, just so they worshy Paul 
certainly made it plain to the Jews of his 


VII. /Vorship must. be Guarded: 
Hebrews 10:23-25 


Let us hold fast the profession of 


Worship necas To ve vual led as co 


think that our way is just as good, or 
unprovement over the simple way set do 
n Scripture, There must be 
cometh to God MUST BELIEVE that |! anid 


that He ts a rewarder of those that come. 


It must be guarded, too, as to its practice: con 
sider one another; not forsaking the assembling of 
voursel ves together. 


Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 


Vesper Topics For November 19: Bound to be Read 


Introduction 


The Bible continues to be the best seller in America and to be in constant demand throughout the other 


nations of the world. 


The Protestant Church still claims that the Bible is its standard for faith and practice. 


The Bible still is seen on the living room table in almost every home in which you and | may visit. 


But we find increasingly more people who attack 
the Bible and just as many who claim to believe the 
Bible yet know very little of its message and know 
not how to answer the attack because they never 


read and study the Bible. 
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The Bible has been bound in one volume in order 
that we might read it and know it. There is no easy 
way, nor any short cut to a knowledge of the Bible. 
The pathway lies in the same direction that it lies 
in every other field of knowledge. We have to 


study and work day by day and practice what we 
learn. 


In this program we should hear ‘the exhortation 
of the Apostle Paul, “Give all diligence to show 
thyself approved unto God, a workman who need 
not to be ashamed; handling correctly the Word of 


Truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15) 


But you ask why should I give up some interest- 


ing things I am doing to spend time in studying the 
Bible? There are two main answers outlined in our 


Scripture lesson below. 
Scripture 
I. Because of What it is—The Word of God 
a. The Bible Claims It. 
1. Pentateuch—Exodus 4:10-12 
2. Psalms—2 Samuel 23:1-2 
3. Prophets—Hebrews :1-2 


The Bible is a library of literature that grew out of 
the history and the experiences of the Hebrew 
people over a period of 1,500 years. In each period, 
those who produced the record of their experiences 
claimed that they were speaking the very words of 
God. And down through the centuries the church 
has always accepted the claim of the Bible. This in 
itself should move us to careful study. 


b. Christ Affirms 1t—Matthew 5:17-18; John 
10:35; Matthew 24:35 


Jesus Christ is the greatest character that ever 
lived on our earth. No matter what you think ot 
Him, all history moved up to Him and all history 
has moved forward from Him. Whatever Christ 
believed must commend itself to the minds and 
hearts of people, even to this very hour. Christ af- 
firmed that the Bible was truly the Word of God 
and even though heaven and earth would pass away, 
His words would never pass away. 


c. The Spade Confirms It. 


The Bible gives the history of the nation of Israel, 
the life of Jesus Christ, and the early beginnings of 
the church. It is an interesting and thrilling history, 
but many, many people have felt that it was not 
true and trustworthy. 


Now, after more than 100 years of archeological 
excavation in the Bible lands, contemporary wit- 
nesses have come to life to show us that the Bible 
writers knew intimiately and accurately the life and 
times in which they were writing. The spade con- 
firms to us the trustworthiness of Bible history. 


(A good summary of the findings of archxological 
results with reference to the Bible can be found in 
Archaeology and Bible History by Free. It can be 
secured from JourNAL Book Store.) 
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d. [listory Deniands It. 


As we look at the history of the Jew, as it is laid 
down in the Bible before it took place, we know 
that there is no other explanation of the history of 
the Jew, save that his history and significance were 
given by Divine revelation. As we see how the 
Bible in every generation has been neglected, abused, 
misunderstood, burned by kings, and kept from the 
people; yet it has never been destroyed and today 
is being published in over 1,000 languages and dia- 
lects, we certainly know that we have the _ inde- 


structible Word ot God. 


e. Unity Indicates It. 


The Bible is a literature of many books. Its 66 
books came from many different authors, in al! 
classes of society, from many different periods of 
time, under all types of civilization, and each deal- 
ing with the problems of its own day; yet arising 
out of that diversity we see in the Old ‘Testament 
the clear figures of One who is coming. In the 
Gospels we see that He has come, in the Epistles 
we see why He has come, and in the Revelation we 
see that He is coming again. This unity, arising out 
of diversity, indicates that one mind, the mind of 
the Spirit of God, was behind all of the books. 


f. Prophecy Proves It 


The Bible is a book of prophecy. In connection 
with the history of Israel and the coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, hundreds of times the Bible 
makes definite predictions of what is surely coming 
to pass, and in the process of time these predictions 
are tulfilled completely and accurately. This cer- 
tainly indicates the hand of God. 


Il. Because of What It Can Do— 
2 Timothy 3:13-17 


Wise Unto Salvation By— 
|. ‘Teaching 

2. Conviction 

3. Restoration 

+. Instruction 


God has not given us the Bible in order that we 
might know the history of the children of Israel 
and be able to name the kings of Israel and Judah. 


He has given us this Word that it might make 
us wise unto salvation. If we submit our mind and 
heart in faith and obedience to the Word of God, 
there are four steps by which we are made wise 
unto salvation: 


First, we are taught the truth concerning God, 
ourselves, and what God has done for us. Two, we 
are convicted of our sin against God and our guilt 
before Him. Third, we are convinced that Christ is 
able to save, and through faith in Him we are re- 
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stored to fellowship and life. And fourth, day by day 
we are instructed for righteous living and Christian 


service. 
SUGGESTIONS 


Many people today say that the Bible is not 
wholly the Word of God. Most of the people who 
say this have never studied the evidence but have 
merely taken somebody else’s word for it. 


This practical study challenges you to find out 


why we believe the Bible is the Word of God and 
the Scripture lesson outline above will guide you 
in such a study. 


In connection with the program of worship, it 
would be good to include Chapter 1, paragraphs lI, 
IV and V of the Confession of Faith of our church. 
Paragraph V is perhaps the best statement in print 
anywhere of what we mean by the inspiration of 
the Scriptures. 


Chureh News 


SPEAKERS AT THE FOREIGN MISSION RETREAT recently held by the Society of Missionary 
Inquiry of Columbia Theological Seminary at Camp Smyrna, Ga., included: Front row, left to right: Miss 
Gussie Frazer, Dr. D. J. Cummings, the Rev. Tai Kook Kang. Back row: The Rev. Stephen Sloop, Miss 
Emma Gardner, Dr. Lalla Iverson, Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Mr. Carroll Stegall, and Mr. Virgil Zapata. 


Columbia Seminary Society 
Of Missionary Inquiry 
Holds Conference 


The Society of Missionary Inquiry of Columbia 
Theological Seminary held a weekend retreat Octo- 
ber 13-15 in Camp Smyrna near Atlanta, Ga., for 
Columbia students and young people of Atlanta 
Presbytery with leading mission speakers featured. 


Among those speaking during the three-day re- 
treat, attended by more than 200 persons, were Dr. 
DD. J. Cummings, educational secretary of the Board 
of World Missions, Nashville, Tenn.; the Rev. Tai 
Kook Kang, Korean pastor in this country; Mr. 
Virgil Zapata, ministerial student from Mexico; 
Dr. Hugh Bradley, member of the Board of World 
Missions who was raised in China; Dr. Lalla Iver- 
son, medical missionary to China; Miss Gussie 
Frazer, missionary to China; Miss Emma Gardner 
of Japan; the Rev. and Mrs. Stephen Sloop from 
the West Brazil Mission; Mr. Ismael Andrade, 
ministerial student from Brazil now at the seminary 
in Decatur, Ga.; Mr. Carroll Stegall, missionary 


to Africa; and Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Executive 
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Secretary of the Board of World Missions. 

More than 100 persons attending the retreat made 
decisions for Christ the last night of the conference, 
a large number of which were for foreign mission 
service. 

The society is 112 years old. Each year it has 
regularly brought mission speakers to the campus 
for instruction in foreign missions. This year’s meet 
was described as one of the greatest. 


R. M. Crowe Accepts Call 
To Atlanta Church 


DECATUR, GA.—The Rey. Robert MeFerran 
Crowe, Oklahoma City, Okla., has accep‘ed a call 
to the pastorate of the North Avenue Presbyterian 
Church of Atlanta, Ga., it has been announced by 
Nathan \Mloore, chairman of the nominating 
committee, 

Dr. Crowe will succeed Dr. Vernon S$. Broyles, 
former pastor of the church, now executive secretary 
of the Board of Church Extension. Dr. Crowe will 
assume his duties in Atlanta about December 15. 
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Westminster Seminary 
Enrolls 67; Six From 
Presbyterian (U. S.) Church 


Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, 
Pa., began its 22nd year recently with a convocation 
address by the Rev. Edward Kellog on “The Chris- 
tian’s Authority.” 


Among the 67 persons enrolled at the seminary 
are the following students who are members of the 


Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Herbert Wolitarsky, Greenville, N. C., senior; 
Meade Degges, Roncevert, W. Va., senior ; Morton 
Smith, Baltimore, Md., middler; James Sherwood, 
Asheville, N. C., junior; Grady Spires, Miami, 
Fla., junior and Kennedy Smartt, Chattanooga, 
Tenn., junior. The present enrollment is the 
largest since 1937. 


Resolution 


The Board of World Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church U. S., hereby records its profound apprecia- 
tion for the five and a half years of fruitful service 
rendered by Rev. Richard T. Gillespie, Th.D., as 
Candidate Secretary. 


Assuming the duties of this important position on 
January 1, 1945, Dr. Gillespie gave to the cause of 
Christian missions the full devotion of a mind and 
heart which seemed to his associates to be specially 
endowed for the task. 


His missionary zeal and vision, his love and 
understanding of youth, his discriminating judgment 
of the character and possibilities of young people 
made him a most effective recruiting officer of 
young missionaries. 


His wisdom and patient thoroughness enabled him 
to give wise counsel and encouragement to candi- 
dates, especially in the final days of their prepara- 
tion for service in the mission field. 


During the closing months of his term of service 
as Candidate Secretary there were approximately 
six thousand young people on the mailing list of 
missionary candidates, indicating the wide range of 
missionary interest he had stimulated throughout 


the Church. 


For these vears of faithful service the Board of 
World Missions expresses thanks to Dr. Gillespie 
and gratitude to God. As he leaves the position as 
Candidate Secretary to become Professor of Homi- 
letics at Columbia Seminary, we pray for him the 


blessing of God the Father, God the Son and God 
the Holy Spirit. 


Synod Of Florida 


The Fifty-Ninth Annual Meeting of the Synod 
of Florida, Presbyterian Church, U. S., met in the 
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Park Lake Presbyterian Church, Orlando, October 
10-12, 1950. 


In the opening business session ruling elder, T. 
Franklin West, of the Milton Presbyterian Church. 
was elected moderator to succeed the Rev. Dr. J. W. 
Conyers, of Gainesville: Mr. West is a lawyer and 
former moderator of Florida Presbytery. His father 
before him, Thomas F. West, also served as mod. 
erator of the Synod of Florida. 


The Rev. Dr. Stephen T. Harvin, of Jackson- 
ville, was re-elected to a term of three years a: 
stated clerk and treasurer. The Rev. Mr. Oswald 
Delgado, of Lutz, was elected permanent clerk, and 
the Rev. Mr. Arthur W. Rideout, Assistant Pastor: 
and Minister of Education of Park Lake Church. 
Orlando, was elected to serve as publicity clerk, 
each of these terms for three vears. 


New Orleans Presbytery 


The Presbytery of New Orleans ot the Preshy 
terian Church, U. S., met in the Gentilly Presby 
terian Church in New Orleans, October 17th 
Thirty ministers and ruling elders were present. 
representing the Presbyterian Churches in the New 
Orleans area. 


The opening sermon was preached by Mr. MI. 
Bolin Durway, pastor-elect of the Gretna and 
Westwego Presbyterian Churches. Mr. Durway 
was licensed to preach, at this meeting, and will be 
ordained in Gretna on November 5th. 


Rev. Archie C. Rav of Hammond was elected 
moderator. 


Nonministerial Church Employees 
Eligible For Social Security 
Under Amendments To Act 

According to word received by [Hr JOURNAL 
from the Board of Annuities and Relief, nonminis- 
terial employees of the Church and its agencies are 
eligible for coverage under the Social Security Act 
as ammended during 1950. 

Certain conditions for coverage must be met by 
December 31, 1950. ‘These provisions can be ob- 
tained by applying to any Social Security office. 

The board also recommended as “highly desir- 
able” the inclusion of nonministerial employees of 
the Church in the Employees’ Annuity Fund operat- 
ed by the board under instruction from the General 
Assembly. 


Henry Woods McLaughlin 


June 13, 1869 - Augugst 27, 1950 is the period of 
the earthly pilgrimage of Henry Woods McLaugh- 
lin, who was for more than fifty years a ceaseless 
worker and an efficient servant of God in the 
ministry of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States. 
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Born in Marlinton, West Virginia, the son of 
Andrew Matthews and Margaret Price McLaugh- 
lin, he was educated at Hampden Sydney where he 
received his B.A. degree, and having studied two 
years in Union Theological Seminary he went to 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary for his B.D. degree 
in 1896. The following year he was married to Miss 
Nellie Swan Brown of Lewisburg, West Virginia. 
The degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred 
upon him by Washington and Lee University. 


He was a statesman and a warrior for the rural 
church. He has won many battles in his efforts to 
have his denomination place the proper emphasis 
upon the Country Church, Sunday School Exten- 
sion, Evangelism and an adequate support for the 
multitude of small churches. One of his many out- 
standing services was to focus the flood lights upon 
the churches in the open spaces and to influence 
young men in the Seminaries and young women in 
the Assembly’s Training School to commit their 
lives to such a ministry. 


Our Church is larger, greatly enriched and set 
forward in its program by the executive ability and 
vision of Dr. Henry W. McLaughlin. The Board 
of Education would record its gratitude to God for 
providing such a stalwart champion for reaching 
the unreached, for whom the Savior also died, and 
in providing for them a sustaining ministry. The 
Southern Presbyterian Church with Mrs. Mce- 
Laughlin and her two daughters and six sons will 
long keep in fragrant memory the life and work of 
this servant of God. 


JUNIOR CLASS OFFICERS at Union The- 
Seminary, Richmond, Va., above, are, left to right: 
Curtis Harper, Lynchburg, Va., chairman of ecu- 
menical life; Richard Morgan, Philadelphia, Pa., 
chairman of spiritual life; Charles Kirby, Charlotte, 
N. C., chairman of social life; Ward Breidenthal, 
M. D., Kansas City, Kan., president: Reid Mont- 
gomery, Reidsville, N. C., chairman of physical life 
and James Van Dyke, Richlands. Va.. 


treasurer. 


secretary- 
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AN ANONYMOUS GIFT OF $100,000 will make this architect’s drawing of a new library for Co 
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lumbia Theological Seminary a reality if an additional $250,000 is raised by October, 1951. A concerted 
drive to raise funds was begun on Reformation Day, October 29. 
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Women’s Work 


Worldwide Bible Reading 


In this country and many other countries around 
the world November 23 (Thanksgiving Day) will 
be the starting point for the Seventh Annual World- 
wide Bible Reading program. The number of 
those who tollow the suggested list of Scripture 
readings grows each year, according to the Bible 
Society’s records. The theme for the readings this 
year is “The Bible a Light and Guide.” Each of the 
following passages for daily reading brings out 
helpful truths concerning this theme. 


‘Thanksgiving, 

Nov. 23 Psalm 121 
24 _. Psalm | 
25 | Matthew 5 
Sunday, Nov. 26 _. John 1:1-18 
Exodus 20:1-17 
28 
29 
30 _........ Psalm 27 
Friday, Dec. | _ Psalm 43 
2 Psalm 119:105-112 
Sunday, Dec. 3 Proverbs 4:1-19 
+ | _.. John 8:1-19 
5 John 12:23-36 
6 II Peter | 
7 Isaiah 55 
§ Psalm 91 
Universal Bible Sunday, 

Dec. 10 Psalm 119:97-104 
11 Luke 15 
12 Isaiah 40:1-8, 28-31] 
13 I Corinthians 13 
14 
15 Romans 12 
16 Matthew 25 
Sunday, Dec. 17 John 3:1-21 
18 ea _. John 14 
19 els _ Matthew 11 
20 Hebrews 12:1-13 
21 Revelation 21:1-7, 22-27 
22 3 John 17 
23 Isaiah §3 
Sunday, 

Dec. 24 Matthew 1:18-25 
Christmas. 

Dec, 25 Matthew 2:1-12 


Participation in World-wide Bible Reading will 
help you, your friends, your church. It will impart 
added vigor to the ongoing program of the church, 
and the lives of its members. 
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AGNES SCOTT 
COLLEGE 


DECATUR ... GEORGIA 


Its location in Greater Atlanta offers unusual 
opportunities for placement after graduation. 


Agnes Scott students may take Journalism, 
Business Administration, and other subjects at 
Emory University. 

Student aid is available for well prepared 


girls. 


For literature or other infor- 
mation, address: 


PRESIDENT J. R. McCAIN 


Vacation Fund 


Contributors Thanked 


As has been the custom for many years, generous 
friends throughout the Church contributed during 
the past summer to the Vacation Fund and thus 
made possible for many ministers the spending of a 
while of spiritual refreshment at the several con- 
ference grounds of the Church. As chairman of the 
Board of Managers of the Fund it was my privilege 
to extend the invitations to those who received them 
and many of those who were the beneficiaries in 
this manner of the generosity of those who by their 
gifts made the Vacation Fund possible have written 
expressing their gratitude and asking that their 
benefactors be thanked. I trust that all who gave 
will know that those whom their gifts assisted are 
indeed grateful. 


One minister wrote: “The vacation was a great 
blessing both to my wife and myself, and we wish 
to take this opportunity of expressing our sincere 
appreciation to you and to any others who had any 
part in making it possible. We hope and pray that 
in the days to come, as we share with others our 
experiences, the money so spent may prove a real 
investment in the work of the Kingdom.” 


Another minister said: “I wish all those who 
made the Vacation Fund possible could realize what 
a blessing it was to me. The conference was such a 
wonderful inspiration. This was my first visit to 

. But I hope it will not be the last.” 
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A third minister wrote: ‘When my doctor order- 
ed me to rest some last summer, he made no pro- 
vision for my doing so. The Vacation Fund offer, 
therefore was like an answer to prayer and a blessing 
from heaven ... 1 hope for those who contribute 
to the Fund the same joy which comes to those who 
receive.” 


From dozens of other letters let but one be quot- 
ed: “. . . about the middle of August my wife and 
I were very discouraged and confused. | think it 
came from pure physical fatigue. We wanted to get 
away, but the cost of doing so was prohibitive. Then 
came the invitation from you to share in the Vaca- 
tion Fund. We were happy indeed to do so. You 
can have no idea what that week at . . . did for 
both of us physically and spiritually. Please accept 
our deepest appreciation. We hope some day to be 
able to put back into the Fund for someone else 
what was granted to us.” 


To all who gave so generously that many of our 
tired ministers might turn aside to the conference 
centers of our Church and rest their spirits and 
know God's restoration I wish to add the apprecia- 
tion of the Board of Managers and to assure you 
that it has been a pleasure to be your agents in ad- 
ministering your gifts. 


Wade H. Boggs, Chairman. 
Board of Managers, 
Vacation Fund. 


Earthen Vessels 
“For God, who commanded the light to 


shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we 
have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 
excellency of the power may be of God, and 


not of us.” 
Corinthians 4:6-7. 


When, in my early years ... I read these verses, 
[ was consoled by the phrase “earthen vessels.” | 
very soon had to confess to myself that I was not the 
adequate. man for God’s message. All of you may 
have had a feeling like this—from time to time, or 
often, or always—the feeling that you are quite in- 
adequate to fulfil the idea of a servant of the Gos- 
pel. And then it was a consolation to have the con- 
firmation of Holy Scripture that we are but earthen 
vessels, 


But | was wrong—that was not at all the point. 
I saw that later, and now I can never look at these 
verses without being heartened, although not ‘‘con- 
soled,”’ or rather satisfied with my own status. 


The real point is that there is a light shining in 
the darkness, shining in our hearts, which must be 
seen by other men. In our Norwegian version the 
wording reads more like this: “that God’s glory may 
radiate forth from us.” 


NOVEMBER 8.1950 


I feel condemned by this word, for | know that 
what is said is not true of me. I am more a cloud 
than | am a sunbeam. And you, my friends, may 
sometimes have had the same feeling about your- 
selves. 


But, take care: it is not in any way that we are 
the shining ones. You can never examine yourself 
and find out whether you are shining, for surely 
your self-examination will always tel] you that you 
are not. 


The Word tells us that the fact is that God is 
shining “in the darkness” that is in your heart, and 
when God shines, there cannot but be a reflection, 
without you yourself knowing or noticing it. For 
you and I are not the beams, we are only like a 
mirror (chapter 3:18) which reflects, but does not 
produce, light. 


This brings you back from your own attitude of 
mind to a fact and this fact is stronger than yourself, 
it is real and unalterable: God shines in your heart. 
He Himself says that is true. 


Forget your earthen vessel and how dark it is— 
that does not matter. You cannot prevent God from 
being what He is in the face of Jesus Christ. The 
transcendent power belongs to Him and not to you. 
Do not try to analyze whether you are shining or 
not—trust the fact. 


And so we are not “consoled,” but rather en- 
couraged and made responsible for the earthen 
vessels and not for the heavenly power. He gives 
that to us, in spite of our darkness. Step into the 


sunshine—darkness is gone. 
—Eivind Berggrav. 


Wings For The Soul 
Seek The Lord In Prayer 


Wouldst thou know the way to lighten 
Every load of grief and care! 

Seek the presence of the Savior, 
Carry all to Him in prayer. 


Wouldst thou find the joy of being 
Used of Jesus everywhere? 

Closely walk beside the Master 
Often seek His face in prayer 


Wouldst thou have a power tor service, 
In life’s conquest have a share? 
Lean upon the Arm Almighty, 
Spend much time with God in prayer, 


Wouldst thou have divine enrichment— 
Grace for all you have to bear? 

God will bless with richest measure, 
All who go to Him in prayer. 


-Author Unknown. 
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